
- Origins 1 - - Origins 2  -

Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth.”

(See also Lk. 24:13-35, Ex. 1:1-14)

[R. Kent Hughes] “It was the custom in ancient times to name a 
book by its opening word, which is what the Hebrews did in ti-
tling this initial Bible book, bereshith, which means ‘in the begin-
ning.’ When the Old Testament was translated into Greek about 

250 B.C. the Greek equivalent of the title was rendered Genesis, with both in Latin 
and English translations have adopted letter for letter. It is an exquisitely perfect 
title because this book gives us the genesis (the beginning) of the doctrine of God, 
which rose to tower high over the pagan notions of the day. It is the genesis of the 
doctrine of creation, which likewise rose far above the crude mythologies of the 
surrounding nations. Genesis gives us the doctrine of man, demonstrating that 
from the beginning we are both wonderful and awful. The doctrine of salvation too 
has its genesis in Eden and it’s grand development throughout the whole book.

Astounding! What we know about God, about creation, about ourselves, and about 
salvation begins in Genesis. It provides the theological pillars on which the rest 
of the Bible stands. Jesus, the Messiah, has his prophetic genesis in the opening 
chapters of Genesis (cf. 3:15). The importance of Genesis for the believing heart 
can hardly be overstated.

At the same time, as deep and weighty as the book of Genesis is, it is no dry text-
book. It’s narratives of the garden, the flood, and the tower of Babel have capti-
vated hearts for over three millennia and have provided inspiration for the world’s 
greatest poetry. The earthy, epic lives of Abraham and Isaac, and Jacob and Esau, 
and Joseph in Egypt are so primary and universal and so skillfully told that they 
have never ceased to enthrall listeners. The last decade of the twentieth century 
and the opening years of the twenty-first century produced a renewed public 
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interest in the narratives of Genesis, and even a PBS special, and numbers of books 
on the shelves of popular bookstores. Genesis is in as literature. And what grand 
preaching material it is!”1

1. What does Luke 24:13-35 tell us about the book of Genesis? 
How should it affect our reading of the book (See also Heb. 8:5, 
10:1, and Col. 2:17)?

2. Pastor Patrick said that what happens in the opening pages of the book of Gen-
esis strikes a chord that reverberates through the rest of the Old Testament and 
into the New. What did he means by that? He referenced scholars as using the 
imagery of an echo resounding throughout Scripture. Again, what is this refer-
ring to?

3. In a sermon series meant to study through the book of Genesis, why did Pastor 
Patrick start in Exodus 1:1 instead of Genesis 1:1?2

4. How did the book of Genesis answer the pagan ideologies in ancient Egypt?3

5. How does the book of Genesis answer the pagan ideologies of today (esp. here in 
the West)?4

6. Pastor Patrick said Genesis doesn’t just look back and inform us of our origin; it 
also points us forward to where we are going. What did he mean? Do you agree?

7. How might the book of Genesis inform your own story?

8. What immediate applications can be made in light of this text?

1A R. Kent Hughes, Preaching the Word: Genesis (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2004), p. 15-16.
2To set the context for the time period in which the book of Genesis was written. 

3Pantheism (god is everything and everything is god) and polytheism (many gods) were the ideologies in Ancient 
Egypt. Genesis answers with a resounding, “ONE GOD.”

4 The post-modern West primarily holds to a philosophical naturalism (i.e. “matter is all that is”).  Genesis answers 
with a resound, “GOD CREATED.”
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